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Union, Car Carriers in Secret Negotiations

As 3-Year Contract Nears Expiration Date

By Rip Walson
Senior Reporter

The Teamsters and unionized
car-hanling earriers are coming
down to the wire in negotiutions
on a new coentruet to replace the
current three-yoar pact that
expires May 31.

Negotiations are shrouded in
seerecy, as reither the union nor car-
rier officiafs will discuss the Jssues,
pace or substance of negotiations.

The sole public statement
ahout the talks was issued hack
in early February by the union,
which sald “Feamster car-haul
members’ contract prierities are
job security and protecting pen-
sion and healtl bonefits, accord-

ing to the recently completed
cantriact survays,”

In that statement, Frod Zucker
wan, dicector of the Teamsters
Carbani Division, said, "We
apypreciate the members who
fi]llcd aut and returned the sar-
veys. Qur members’ feedback
helped us put together strong
contract proposals,”

The current agreement kept
wagcs unchanged for two yoars
and added a cost-of-living adjust-
ment and a raise of 40 conts an
hour, or about 2%, o the fina 12
months of the deal.

The current contract, which began
on fune 1, 2008, way signed in
Oetober 2008, after un initial pact
that was nc(glolinted by union leadezs
was rejected by the rank-und-file.

This rousnd of talks is proceed-
ing in a commercial market
that has become stranger for
autontakers, particularly thosce
based i the U.S. General Motors
Co. is vying with Toyota Motor
Corp. for the title'of world's
largest automaler uy ssles of cars
and light {rucks have continued
te climb, Endustry sules have
remained above 13 million for
three stradght months.

The current auto market is
strengthening even as gasoline
prices inch closer to the $4.114
per galion yecord that was set in
the summer of 2008 during the
car-hanl tulks then.

The cantract negotiadion envi-
ronment this Hme is different
from 2008, when uuto sales had

a dealer visit ¢l
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As the feading producer of CARB verified diesel particulate filters for retrofitting
in-use diesel engines, Cleaire has years of experience with over 11,000 units in
operation, Whether your duty cycle is cold, hot or bath, Cleaire DPFs offer more
solutions and options than anyone. More importantly, every Cleaire systern is
backed by the most extensive and capable network of authorized dealers in the
business. Den't play the slots, go with the sure bet! To learn more and locate
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A car earvier pulls into the Jubit:
North Portland, Ore,

been on the decline for 10 straight
months prior lo mtification of the
agrecmenl, and the United States
was sliding quickly inte u reces-
sign, During the recession, ear
und light-truck sales foll below
10 million annually.

An cstimaled 8,100 Teamsters
work in the uaion's car-haul divi-
sion, compelinﬁ ugninst nonnnion
carriors us well as railvoads that
also carry new vehicles From
plants to distribution facilities
near suto dealers, accordiag to
the union’s website,

At present, fuck Cooper Trans-
port apparently is the largest
union earrier, huving hoosted its
revenue more than 50% ufter
tuking over contracts with GM
and Chrysler from Allied Sys-
tems Holdings (4-18, p. 6),

Jooper and union bhauler
Cassens Transport gained busi-
ness aller Allic&—3 's contract dispute
with GM and Chrysler ]palck
Caoper, Allicd und Cassens ace
the three largest union cur
haulers, basod on TraNseowt
Tomcs list of new vehicle curders.

Muanageniout is again repre-

Truck Stop off Interstate 5 in

sented by the Natignal Automo-
bile Transporters Labor Division,
said Rebert Farrell, who heads
American Trucking Associntions’
Automobile Carriers Conference.

Farrell declined to discuss the
contract and the negotiativns with
TT. Grog May, CBO of fack Cooper
and liead of the carriess” negoti-
ating group, referred reporters’
questions to negotiator Robort
Lorg, a Columbus, Chio, atloracy
whao did not return multiple calls
and e-muils requesting comiment.

Teamsters spokesman Galen
Muunroe said the union had no
comment.

There have been no public
si;_ins so far that the current talks
will repeat the events during the
last round of talks,

In addition to the rejection of
the first tentative agreoment, the
2008 talks were marred by the
shutdown of Performanee Trans-
portation Services, which was
the second-furgost cur hauler,
The Michigan-based carvier
closed down afior a five-day
strike and a decision by investors
to pull their funding,

Manufactisrer Marmon Hiph-
way Techologics is reorgunizag
1o increase its production hrake
and wheel end components apd
systems for heavy-duty tyactors
and traflers, the Cullman, Ala.,
company said May 2.

MHT s a purt of Wursen Bnf-
fett’s Berkshire Fathaway Tnc,
investinent comypany. The MIFT
statement safd certain lines within
its Wehb Wheal Products and
TSE Brakes aperating companiey

Marmon Highway Technologies
Alters Brake, Wheel End Lines

will b the Towndation of the new
Brake and Wheel Ends group.
].T. Weis will servo us presi-
dent of the new group, the state-
mont snid. ME'T suid it will by
to expand the hrake and wheol
end group by acquisitions,
entering into iiuint ventures wnd
arganic growth
lg;WE will sell to original
equdpment manufactirers and
aftermarket distiihastors.
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TA Launches Phone App
For Android Users

TravelCenters of America, the
second-largest U.S. truek-stop
chain, sald it Taanched a
version of its TruckSmart
mebile software for
Google Ine.’s Android
operating systen,

TruckSmart is phene-
based software that
tracks fuc! prices, availalle parking
and other amenities at 225 TA Joca-
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tions. The soflware also includes
the locations of and turn directions
Lo briek stups,

The TruckSmurt apy
first appeared in March
on Apple Ine.’s iPhane

TravelCenters handset, Further updates
of America

for the app are planned
for both vperating sys-
toms, TA sedd,
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