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Officials with the ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach said they
expect to reach their clean trucks

oal of reducing port diesel emis-
sions 80% by the end of 2010 —a
year or more ahead of schedule.

One year after the clean trucks
plan began on Oct. 1, 2008, port
officials said drayage carriers
attempting to avoid paying a $35
clean trucks container fee are
replacing their old trucks with 2007
emission standards models far
mope quickly than anticipated.

The latest count shows that more
than 5,000 clean trucks have been
purchased in the first year of the

lan -— the laxge majority of them
Eought with little or no port or pub-
lic financial assistance. That namber
represents more than half of the
daily trock moves at the two ports,
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ban,” Jelenic said. On avera%e, the
ports are adding 35 privately pur-
chased trucks a week to the dvayage
registry, he said.

The next phase of the clean trucks
plan begins Jan. I, when 1993 and
older trucks will be banned, and
1994-2003 trucks will need to be
retrofitted or replaced.

“We very much appreciate the
support and cooperation of our ter-
minal operators, as well as the
port trucking companies who have
agpressively accelerated their invest-
ment in clean truck fleets,” Los
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
said in a recent statement.

While the news about the clean
truck plans was mostly positive, it
also has fueled a debate over a con-
troversial provision contained in
the Port OF Los Angeles” so-called
employee-only concessionaire
plan, which American Trucking
Associations has challenged in fed-
eral court,

In recent weeks, the Teamsters
union, several port authorities and
am array of environmentalist
groups have issued statements crit-
icizing ATA for suing the two
Southemn California ports, alleging
their clean trucks concession p%ans
violate the federal pre-emption
clause that gives the federal gov-
ernment the right to regulate inter-
state commerce.
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officials expect to reach their clean trucks goal by the end of next year.

according to Thomas Jelenic, assis-

tant director of envirommental plan- =

ning for the Port of Long Beach.

“By the end of the year we expect -

Trucks Goal

The groups criticizing ATA range
from the Sierra Club and the Cen-
ter for Envircnmental Health to a
clean ports coalition that includes
the Port of New York and New Jer-
sey and the Port of Oaldand, Calif.

Many of the groups critical of
ATA are seeking legislation that
would exempt publicly owned U.S.
ports from tﬁe federaf pre-emption
clause, giving them more control
over environmental, security and
congestion prograrms.

ATA argued that an employee-
only concession requirement in the
Port of Los Angeles’ clean trucks
Elan is not only unconstitutional,

ut also an attempt to help the
Teamsters organize truck drivers
who perform drayage at the ports.

Earlier this year, a federal ap-
Feals court ruled mostly in ATA’s

avor, agreeing that the plan is
likely unconstitutional and sending
the case back to a Los Angeles fed-
eral distriet court. The case is
scheduled for trial Feb. 15, and a
federal appeals court has set oral
arguments in a related ATA appeal
for Nowv. 4.

In a recent statement, the Nator-
al Resources Defense Council, an
environmental group fighting the
ATA lawsuit, said the court action
“threatens the long-term success of
the program.”

“ATA asserts that the outdated
Federal Aviation Administration
Authorization Act of 1994 pre-

fhat number to reach 70% to 80% in
anticipation of the next progressive
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" vents ports from requiring that

licensed motor carriers meet min-
imal safety, environment and
security-based standards if they
want to access port property,” the
NERDC said.

Fred Potter, Teamsters union port
division director, said in a statement
that the new clean-buraing trucls
being put into service are “clearing
the roadblocks to job-creating
expansion projects.”

“But industry clean-air appo-
nents . . . have severely threatened
the program’s long-term success
by taking the program to court,”
Potter said.

In a written response, ATA said
;pro—union groups” are misleading

he public about port trucking,

“The union-led effort uses a cam-

aign for clean air as a cover for an
all-out effort to destroy small inde-
pendent businesses owned by inde-
pendent truck owner-operators and
replace them with larger trucking
companies whose emcf)loyees can be
more easily organized by the Team-
sters,” said Clayton Boyce, ATA’s
vice president of public affairs.

Jim Berard, a spokesman for the
House Transportation Committes,
said that so far, there have been dis-
cussions, but no provisions have
been inserted in the FAA authoriza-
tion bill that would exempt the ports
from the federal pre-emption clause.

“Most likely, there WJI]JJ not be any
acHon in the current FAA. reautho-
rization involving this,” Berard said.

Curtis Whalen, executive direc-
tor of ATA’s Intermodal Motor



