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Early reports: Job gains signal stimulus impact
By Brad Heath and Matt Keltey, USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — States have reported using
stimulus money to create or save more than .
388,000 jobs so far this year, buttressing the

QObama administration's claim that the $787 billion
plan has had a sigrificant impact on the economy,

That fotal, based on a USA TODAY review of

reports from 33 states and Puerte Rico, includes

teachers, construction workers, and others whose jobs were funded by
stimulus money awarded fo states, The administration plans Friday to
release reports from: alk 50 states, providing the broadest accounting yet of
the stimulus pfan's impact.

FORECAST: Jobs may rebound in 2010 . P —

Uni# nhow, the administration has retiad on economic estimates fo assess

nationat job creation. The states' reports were meant to actually count the o

jobs, though that gauge has proved to be imprecise — particularly for jobs saved, "The numbers ... should be taken with a grain of sait,” said Ethan Pollack of the
Economic Policy institute.

Still, Frank Lichtenberg of the Columbia Business School says the figures show a significant economic impact. Obama's Counci of Eeonomic Advisors estimated that
the stimulus had saved or created 600,000 to 1.1 milion jobs, Lichtenberg said the states' reports "make that sound like a reasonable estimate.”

Kevin Hassett, once an economic adviser to President George W. Bush, said the reports "vastly overstates” job gains. He said the USA would have shed more than the
2.7 million jobs lost since March without the stimulus, "but just how mary is impossible to know."

Elizabeth Oxhorn, an administration spokeswoman,said the reports show governors credit the stimulus for "creating jobs across the economy.”

Data released last week showed federal contractors created or saved 30,000 jobs with stimulus funds. Friday's repert also wili provide jobs created by more than
103,000 federal grants and loans.

The states' reports suggest the biggest impact has been at schools. Twenty-three states that have reported schoo! job numbers said more than 156,000 jobs had been
created or saved.

Carol Bingkam, director of fiscat policy for the California Department of Education, estimated the stimulus saved akout 20,000 teaching positions, But she and others
warn that precisely counting saved jobs has proved almost impassible. "It was intended to be a count. The way it was done, | think it's going to end up being an
estimate,” she said. :

indiana officfals reported that the stimulus had created or saved about 13,000 school jobs. Asked whether he had any idea how many layoffs the pian had prevented,
state Education Departmest spokesman Gam Savage repiied: "l really don't.”

Contribufing: Andrew M. Seaman; USA TODAY correspondents: Clay Carey of The (Nashville) Tennessean; Keith Matheny of The (Palm Springs, Calif.} Desert Sun;
Didf Tang of the Springfield (Mo.) News-{.eader; Jordan Schrader of The (Asheville, N.C.) Cifizen-Times; Laura Ruane of The (Fort Myers, Fla.} News-Press; Tracy
Loew of the (Salem, Ore.) Statesman Journal; Tim Evans of The indianapolis Star; Jeff Martin of the (Sioux Falls, 5.0.) Argus Leader; Brian Passey of The (St. George,
Utah) Spectrum; Deb Peferson of the (Mountain Home, Ark.) Baxter Bulletin, Trevor Hughes of the Fort Collins Coloradoan

Find this articie at:
hitp:fiwww. Lisaloday,. cominews/nalion/2608-10-27-jobs_N.htm

Chack the box ta include the Est of links refarenced in the arlicle,

Copyright 2009 USA TODAY, a division of Gannett Co. Inc.

http://usatoday.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Early+reports¥e3A+Job... 10/28/2009



