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October 16, 2009

30,000 Stimulus Jobs Reported So Far 

By MICHAEL COOPER

Businesses that got stimulus contracts directly from the federal government reported creating or saving 30,383 

jobs so far, according to data published Thursday by the Obama administration. 

The jobs reported on Thursday represent the first time that the government has reported actual figures as 

opposed to estimates. But they come from a small slice of a sliver of the program: the roughly $16 billion worth 

of stimulus contracts awarded directly by federal agencies, of which about $2.2 billion has been spent so far. 

The $787 billion stimulus program is divided among tax cuts, fiscal relief for the states, and government 

spending on infrastructure and other projects that mostly flows through the states — not from the federal 

government. Jobs figures from businesses that received contracts or grants from the states will not be publicly 

reported until the end of the month.

By themselves, the new job figures are unlikely to shed much light on the question of how well the stimulus 

program is accomplishing the goal that President Obama set: saving or creating 3.5 million jobs over two years. 

The rising unemployment rate, which is now at 9.8 percent, has fueled criticism in recent weeks that the 

stimulus program is not creating enough jobs.

The data posted Thursday on the stimulus Web site was preliminary; recipients can still change errors, and 

government officials said that based on past experiences with publicizing contract data, there were likely to be 

many. But the Web site is part of a pledge by the Obama administration and Congress to make the stimulus 

spending transparent. It allows people to see how many contracts were awarded in their states, even their local 

areas, and to count how many jobs the recipients of those contracts reported creating or saving.

White House officials were clearly sensitive to the gulf between the 30,383 jobs that were reported saved or 
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created so far, and their goal of creating or saving 3.5 million jobs. Jared Bernstein, the chief economist for 

Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr., who is in charge of overseeing the stimulus, issued a statement noting that 

“it is too soon to draw any global conclusions from this partial and preliminary data.”

But he said that the job report exceeded the administration’s expectations so far. 

“All signs — from private estimates to this fragmentary data — point to the conclusion that the Recovery Act 

did indeed create or save about 1 million jobs in its first seven months, a much needed lift in a very difficult 

period for our economy,” he said.
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